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Preface 


When we mention 40 Hadith, the first name that comes to mind is 
that of the legendary Imam al-Nawawi ls 4 42. Imam al-Nawawi 
compiled 40 ahādīth that formed the foundational principles of Is- 
lam. His work was blessed and gained acceptance among the Ummah. 
Imam al-Nawawi dbs «| aa, was not the only scholar to compile a 
collection of forty hadith. There have been hundreds of such collec- 
tions, compiled by famous and influential scholars such as ‘Abd Allah 
ibn Mubarak, Muhammad ibn Aslam al-Tūfī, al-Daraqutni, Ibn Hajar 
al-‘Asqalani, al-Nasa't, Abū Uthmān al-Sàbüni, Abū ‘Abd al-Rahman 
al-Sulami, al-Bayhaqi, Shah Wali-Allah al-Dehlawi, and many others 
elis à m^. Some compiled a collection of 40 ahadith on good man- 
ners, some on Islamic creed, some on zuhd (asceticism), some on the 
virtues of reading the Quran, and the list goes on. 


So why 40 Hadith specifically? Imam al-Nawawi writes that it has been 
related to us in a weak narration from ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, ‘Abd Allah 
ibn Masūd, Mu'adh ibn Jabal, Abūal-Dardā', Ibn ‘Umar, Ibn ‘Abbas, 


Anas ibn Malik, Abū Hurayrah, and Abū Saīd al-Khudrī pie NU "x 
through numerous chains with varied narrations that the Messenger 
of Allah buy «Je «XI yl said, «Whoever preserves for my nation forty 
hadith concerning its religion - Allah will resurrect him on the Day 
of Resurrection among the jurists and scholars.» 


Following this tradition in compiling 40 Hadith, I embarked to col- 
lect 40 ahadith that talk about sadaqah (charity). It was only when I 
started going through the different narrations that it dawned on me 
just how difficult this task would be. It was not difficult because of 
a technical issue, rather it was difficult because every hadith is just 
as beautiful and useful as the next. Choosing just 40 gems from the 
vast sea of the Sunnah is no easy task, especially for a person like 
myself. One of the special gifts the Prophet Muhammad age ài Le 
plus was graced with was jawāmi al-kalim (SJ! «41,2-) - speech that 
was concise, yet comprehensive and full of meaning. We see scholars 
and experts pen commentaries spanning volumes or teach classes that 
last months or even years, just to explain and extract benefits from 
a single hadith of the Messenger of Allah „Ls; ate 4X slo. I've seen 
some of my own teachers spend weeks extracting multiple benefits 


in our classes from just a single hadith. 


This also led me to appreciate our scholars even more who have 
worked so hard to codify, simplify, and make life so easy for us. Here 
are two examples that come to mind when we discuss selecting cer- 
tain ahādīth to teach something important. 


Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal gil ài aa, said, 
The foundations of Islam are built upon 3 ahādīth: 


1. The hadith of ‘Umar, «Deeds are but [judged] by intentions...» 

2. The hadith of ‘A'ishah, «Whoever introduces into this affair of ours 
that which is not part of it, will have it rejected.» 

3. The hadith of Nu‘man ibn Bashir, «The halal is clear and the haram 
is clear...» 


Imam Abū Dāwūd Ls a! aa, said, 


I looked into Prophetic ahādīth with connected chains and I found 

them to be 4,000 ahādīth. I then saw that the foundations of these 

4,000 ahādīth are four ahādīth: 

1. The hadith of al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir, «The halal is clear, and the 
harām is clear...» 


2. The hadith of Umar, «Deeds are but [judged] by intentions...» 
3. The hadith of Abū Hurayrah, «Verily, Allah is Pure and accepts 
only that which is pure. And verily, Allah has commanded the be- 


lievers with what he had commanded those he had sent (i.e. the 
Messengers)...» 

4. And the hadith «From the [signs of a] person’s good [observance 
of] Islam is to keep away from that which doesn't concern him.» 


For each of these ahādīth is a quarter of knowledge. 


A major driving factor to compile 40 ahādīth on sadagah (charity) 
was to provide a reference that has authentic and reliable narrations 
on the subject. This would be one of the first works on the subject in 
English in the 40 Hadith genre. Over the years, we have experienced 
people quoting extremely weak - and at times fabricated - narrations 
to motivate people to give sadaqah. Hopefully, this compilation can 
become an easy reference for people wishing to educate people on 
the importance of sadagah in Islam. We have relied upon the grading 
of the earlier Hadith scholars as well as cross referencing them with 
that of the contemporary scholars in this compilation. 


For the ease of studying and benefiting from this compilation, we have 
ordered the narrations according to the following themes: 


Intentions 


The importance of sadaqah 

The call to give in sadaqah 

The types of sadaqah 

The best sadaqah 

The benefits and rewards of sadaqah 


May Allah Accept from all of us. 


27 Ramadan, 1444H 
Masjid al-Haram, Makkah 


Why focus on sadagah? 


The act of sadagah or giving in charity holds a lofty position in the 
teachings of Islam. Islam is a religion of action and implementation 
of good. Islam doesn’t merely talk or formulate theories on goodness 
but teaches Muslims how to actively live and inculcate these teachings 
of goodness in all that we do. The act of giving sadaqah is something 
that has been reported to have been a practice of all the Messengers 
that Allah sent down to us with His Message of Islam across time. 


Sadaqah is not just about helping others but also ourselves. Giving 
sadaqah instills in the giver a sense of gratitude, reminds him of Allah 
and His Blessings, and humbles him if done in the correct manner. 
It is a means of spiritual detoxification in this world. It is a win-win 
situation as Allah has promised to give us multiple times in return in 
this world and the hereafter. 


What does the Quran teach us about sadaqah? Allah wl, slew says, 


tls eS Gabi sd Aiwa Cis 63 dhl 38 call by 
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Who is it that would loan Allāh a goodly loan so He may mul- 
tiply it for him many times over? And it is Allāh who withholds 
and grants abundance, and to Him you will be returned” 

(al-Bagarah, 2:245) 
Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (Jl ài! «a, said, 


To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, yet He 
asks you for a loan (charity) but you are stingy. He created the seven 
seas but He loved a tear from you (out of fear of Him) but your eyes 


were tearless. 


ssi; PUSH Gace see « CA aca celo el 

O 5454 A Ig cathe S sce ee cel 
Those who spend their wealth in the cause of Allah and do not 
follow their charity with reminders of their generosity or hurtful 
words - they will get their reward from their Lord, and there 
will be no fear for them, nor will they grieve. (al-Baqarah, 2:262) 


HD sl 25 as Mey C eth Jab thse dod Sal 
Bois s ele e s 
Those who spend their wealth in charity day and night, secretly 


and openly - their reward is with their Lord, and there will be 
no fear for them, nor will they grieve. (al-Baqarah, 2:274) 


O ual S SLAY dis ss a auus GS aes 


Allah has made riba fruitless and charity fruitful. And Allah 
does not like any ungrateful evildoer. (al-Baqarah, 2:276) 


© Ede S IO coh yal AA LS i E FNS Jd 
You will never achieve righteousness until you donate some 
of what you cherish. And whatever you give is certainly well 
known to Allah. 


doi ai ese ui di 


(Al ‘Imran, 3:92) 
f essai sas dl 
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Indeed, those men and women who give in charity and lend 


to Allah a good loan will have it multiplied for them, and they 
(al-Hadid, 57:18) 


will have an honourable reward. 
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And donate from what We have provided for you before death 
comes to one of you, and you cry, “My Lord! If only You de- 
layed me for a short while, I would give in charity and be one 


of the righteous.” (al-Munāfigūn, 63:10) 


All these āyāt of the Quran and many others highlight the high sta- 
tus and importance of sadaqah in Islam. The term sadaqah and its 
plural sadagāt, is mentioned in the Quran twelve times, all of them 
in Madani surahs. The term sadaqah is at times even used to refer 
to zakah in the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allāh. In Lisān al-‘Arab, 
it is said that “The root of the word zakah in Arabic means cleanli- 
ness, growth, blessing, and praise. All these meanings of the word are 
used in the Quran and ahādīth..” whereas according to Imam Abū 
al-Hasan al-Wahidi and others, the root of zakah means to increase 
and grow and can be applied to multiple facets. 


On the other hand, the word sadagah is derived from the word Sidq 
(iz) which means truth or sincerity. Words that originate from the 
same root usually have similar meanings. In this case, they are related 
to helping and emphasize on the idea of trust and compassion. Tech- 
nically, we can define sadagah as voluntary charity given out of the 
goodness of one’s heart seeking the pleasure of Allah. 


Sadagah has a more general definition as compared to zakah which is 
more restricted in nature. For example, from a technical point of view, 
zakāh refers to obligatory charity whereas sadaqah refers to voluntary 
charity. Zakah distribution is restricted to only eight specific categories 
as highlighted in the Quran whereas sadaqah can be given to anyone. 
Even non-monetary charities like smiling and removing something 
harmful from the road are considered sadaqah. Essentially, all zakah 
qualifies as sadaqah but not all sadaqah is necessarily zakāh. In this 
collection, we will focus primarily on voluntary sadaqah. 


Allah says, 


"js pt 2I aM ess d$ fe ie d ex ETE ud. 
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To give charity publicly is good, but to give to the poor privately 


is better for you, and will absolve you of your sins. And Allāh 


is All-Aware of what you do. (al-Bagarah, 2:271) 


Explaining this, scholars usually say, “The best charity is hidden, and 
the best zakāh is displayed” Why? This is because charity has no 
limit, and it is something between a person and Allah. Zakah on the 
other hand is a fixed amount and has to do with establishing a pillar 
of Islam. Seeing zakah being carried out in public is important as a 
form of encouragement for others to follow suit and helps ward off 
envy or suspicion from the poor of the community. 


True Impact: Charity changes lives 


Giving charity is one of the greatest signs of Iman. How? Whenever 
we give away money, we expect to get something in return. But when 
we give money for the sake of Allah without expecting any immediate 
physical returns, we are putting our absolute faith in the belief that 
Allah will repay us from His bounty even if we can’t see it. Giving 
charity removes the elements of greed and the obsessive desire of 
wealth from one’s heart. 


Giving sadaqah and zakāh also helps break the dependency cycle 
and empowers the weak and marginalized sections of our communi- 
ties. With financial independence, there is self-sufficiency, enhanced 
well-being, and overall added value to society. 


Lets look at an incident from the life of the Messenger of Allah |» 
plug «de 4X that signifies the life-changing impact of charity and the 
power of the community. 


One of the most famous companions of the Prophet plus ade aul abe is 
Salman al-Farisi «is 49! 42. Born into a Persian family of Zoroastri- 
ans, Salman’s journey across Arabia in the search of truth is stunning. 
Imam al-Bukhārī Ls ài! «a, narrates that he was sold as a slave by 
one master to another more than ten times (bidat ashr, i.e between 
13 and 19) till he was finally sold to a man from Banū Qurayzah in 
Madinah. He was kept busy with the work of a slave to the point of 
not being able to participate in the battles of Badr and Uhud with the 
Messenger of Allah lus «de 4X aho. The man agreed to free Salman 
from his unjust slavery in return for 300 palm trees and forty awaq 
(sing. ūgiyah, a unit of gold). Being a slave then, getting even half this 
amount was impossible for Salman. He would continue to be enslaved 
for years to come. So how did he gain his freedom? 


Narrating his own story, Salman «ze 4i! >) said, 


Then the Messenger of Allah plus «de 4 ole said to me, «Draw up 
a contract of manumission, O Salmàn.» So I drew up a contract of 
manumission with my master in return for three hundred palm trees 
which I would plant for him, and forty awāg. 

The Messenger of Allah Lu, asle 4i oL said to his companions, 


«Help your brother.» So they helped me with the palm trees, one man 


gave thirty small trees and another gave twenty, and another gave fif- 
teen, and another gave ten, i.e. each man gave according to what he 
had until they had collected 300 hundred small trees for me. 

Then the Messenger of Allāh lus ate aul be said to me, «Go, O 
Salman, and dig the holes where they are to be planted. When you have 
finished, come to me and I will plant them with my own hand.» So 
I dug the holes for them, and my companions helped me, then when 
I had finished, I came to him and told him. The Messenger of Allah 
pes ne 4 oh came out with me and we started to bring the trees 
close and the Messenger of Allah Ju; ade 5l o planted them with 
his own hand. By the One in Whose hand is the soul of Salman, not 
one single tree among them died. 

So [had paid off the trees but there still remained the money. A 
piece of gold the size of an egg was brought to the Messenger of Allah 
ees adhe 4l yb from one of his campaigns. He said, “What happened 
to the Persian who had a contract of manumission?” I was summoned 
and he said, “Take this and pay off what you owe, O Salman.’ I said, 
“How could this pay off everything I owe, O Messenger of Allah?” He 
said, “Take it, and Allah will help you to pay off what you owe.’ So I 
took it and weighed it for them, and by the One in Whose hand is the 
soul of Salman, it was forty awāg, so I paid them their dues and I was 
set free. I was present with the Messenger of Allāh „ly «ds aul ole at 
al-Khandag, and after that, I did not miss any major events with him. 
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Passive vs. active charity 


In today’s terminology, the act of freeing Salman by the Muslims 
could be called a crowdfunding campaign. A very important point 
to be highlighted in this story is that it wasn’t passive charity or par- 
ticipation on behalf of the donors but active and dynamic participa- 
tion. The donors knew exactly where and how their money was being 
used, and who exactly was benefiting from it. Also, there was trust in 
the decision of the person who had identified this campaign for the 
people to come together to crowdfund for. Sadly today, many plat- 
forms and charities are plagued with mismanagement of funds and 
corruption because of which people have lost trust or at least look at 
such efforts with a suspicious eye. 


From the story of the freedom of Salman al-Fārisī «is 40! >» we 
learn how the Prophet plus ade «XI aho built Madinah as a society and 
instilled brotherhood among the Sahabah. The Prophet ade ax de 
rb, not only asked the Sahabah to help their brother, but they also 
had to put in the effort of digging out the donated trees from their 


lands and digging up holes to transplant them in the new location 
too. It wasn't a detached donation but rather an attached investment. 


Allah says, 


je gaestie JS Af as acd doi aad Je 
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of 
Allàh is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven spikes; in each 
spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for 
whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing. 

(al-Baqarah, 2:261) 


No one would reject a 70096 return on their investment, right? And 
this is also just the tip ofthe iceberg as Allah's bounties know no limit. 
He can reward His servant with a hundredfold of this based on the 
intention of the giver. 


Donating is just one aspect, but actually volunteering and taking the 
charity to the people dignifies the deed. The Master of the Children 


11 


of Adam, the Vessel of Revelation, the Imam of the Prophets of Allah 
plug adhe 4X obs at over fifty years of age, walks down under the Ara- 
bian sun to plant 300 date palms all by himself just for the sake of a 
slave. The Prophet lus «de al be didn't just see a slave but rather 
he saw a believer seeking the Truth. 


The impact of active charity 


The Battle of Khandaq (Trench) was fought that exact same year in 
which Salman was freed. We all know who the game-changer in this 
battle was. It was Salmān’s «is 4i! >) suggestion to build a trench on 
the outskirts of Madinah that helped turn the tide in the favor of the 
Muslims against an advancing Makkan army that largely outnumbered 
them. As a scholar, Salman «is «| cS?» Was noted for his vast knowl- 
edge and wisdom. Abū Hurayrah «is 4i (92) is said to have referred 
to Salman as Sahib al-Kitabayn (The One of the Two Books, i.e. the 
Bible and the Quran) and ‘Ali «s 4i! >) is said to have referred to 
him as Luqman al-Hakim (Luqman the Wise - reference to the wise 
man in the Quran known for his wisdom). It is reported that Kab al- 
Ahbar «ie 4i! | 42; said, “Salman is stuffed with knowledge and wisdom.” 


Salman «ie 4 „>, had knowledge of both the Christian scriptures 
and the Quran in addition to his earlier knowledge ofthe Zoroastrian 
religion. Some reports suggest that Salman «is >, in fact translated 
parts of the Quran into Persian during the lifetime of the Prophet +» 
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plug se l which earned him the honor of being the first person to 
translate the Quran into a foreign language. 


Another important lesson we learn from this is that it showcases a 
classic example of impact crowdfunding. The Prophet «ie il >, 
identified the problem as well as provided a solution for it along with 
calling upon the community to come together to help. In the fast- 
paced world, it is very easy to get lost in the overflow of information. 
If the people are aware of the issues at hand, and there are trustworthy 
facilities at hand to manage the funds, people will participate for sure. 


Like this story of Salman a-Fārisī «e 4i " there are many more 
stories in our history. Muslim organisations have been working round 
the clock for years in service of our brothers and sisters. Why is this 
work important? Luminaries from the likes of Prophet Müsá ASI aJe 
to Caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb «= ài! 2, to Imam Ibn Taymiyah 
elu ait! «=, to Shaykh al-Albàni lls al ary among many others were 
all technically refugees and emigrants. They were all people that at 
some point needed help and support. 


This also teaches us that those of us who are privileged should not look 
down on the underprivileged for they are just being tested by a test 
from Allah that is different. Rather, we should try to help wherever we 
can to the best of our abilities. We never know, we may be unearthing 
and helping support the next gem this Ummah dearly needs. 


Abū Mas'üd al-Ansari «is ài! | „>, reported that the Prophet ae al , 
go TEP P í 

ms said, «Whoever guides someone to goodness will have a reward 

like one who did it.» 
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01 Intention: The ultimate foundation 
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‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb «is 4l x» narrated: I heard the Messenger of 

Allah pes ale 4X obo saying, «Deeds are but [judged] by intentions, 
and for every person is what they intended. Whoever emigrated for 
worldly benefits or to marry a woman, his emigration was for that to 
which he emigrated.»' 


This hadith was recorded by Imam al-Bukhari and Imam Muslim in 
their respective collections of authentic ahādīth. It is an muttafiq ‘alayh 
(agreed-upon) hadith, meaning it is of the highest level of authenticity. 


Imam Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani Jus ài «=, quoted Imam al-Bukhārī aa, 
«ls al who said, “There is nothing in the narrations of the Prophet 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari (Cairo: Dar al-Ta’sil, 2012), vol. 1, p. 179-80, #1. 


pes ade «| dd» more comprehensive, richer in meaning, or more 
plentiful in benefit than this hadith? Imam al-Bukhari mentions this 
hadith seven times in his Sahih.” 


This is to show the importance of intention. Any action that is done 
needs to have an intention behind it. Without the proper intention, no 
matter how great the action, its value can be turned to dust. With the 
proper intention, the smallest of deeds can be turned into mountains. 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 
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2 Fath Al-Bari Bi-Sharh Sahih al-Bukhārī, ed. Shu'ayb al-Arna'üt and ‘Adil Murshid 
(Damascus: Al-Risālah al-Alamiyah, 2013), vol. 1, pp. 17-8. 
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Abū Hurayrah «ie 4i! >) reported that the Messenger of Allah (Ļ» 
ele, ale «I said, «A man said, “I will definitely give in charity,’ so he 
went out with his charity and placed it in the hands of a thief. In the 
morning, people were saying, “Charity was given to a thief!” The man 
said, “O Allah, praise be to you! I will definitely give in charity,” so 
he went out with his charity [once more] and placed it in the hands 
of an adulteress. In the morning, people were saying, “Charity was 
given to an adulteress in the night!” The man said, “O Allah, praise 
be to you! An adulteress?! I will definitely give in charity,’ so he went 
out with his charity [again] and placed it in the hands of a wealthy 
person. In the morning, people were saying, “Charity was given to 
a wealthy person!” 


The man said, “O Allah, praise be to you! [Charity] for a thief, an adul- 


teress, and a wealthy person?!” Then, it was said to him in a dream, 
“As for your charity to the thief, perhaps it will cause him to give up 
stealing. As for the adulteress, perhaps it will cause her to give up 
adultery. And as for the wealthy person, perhaps he will learn a lesson 
and spend in charity from what Allah has given him”»' 


02 Allah accepts only that which is good 


di y I gi E atl Uz JB UB ate abl ab sd Ul i 
Ven) J sahil y sal U al sal a Uy ab VI ges Y Cab 
fo) zagzagll] Dese Sess eda ize; Er d 
is olia censis Gig ool BL i < Studis, Js 
M ool GEHT "ubi 215511 $5 3 B «WY 5 JI] 48533485 
qu aas que 2 as qi kkā sli «oU sel d] šās 
WAYS) li ila tl she 


1 Sahih al-Bukhdri, vol. 2, p. 317, #1431; Sahih Muslim (Riyadh: Dar al-Salām, 2000), 
vol. 3, pp. 211-12, #1035. 
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Abū Hurayrah «is 4i! >) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 4i! (> 
plug «de said, «O people, Allāh is Good and He [therefore,] accepts 
only that which is good. And verily, Allāh commanded the believers 
just as He commanded the Messengers, «O Messengers! Eat from what 
is good and lawful, and act righteously. Indeed, I fully know what you 
do.» (al-Mu'minün, Q23:51) And He said, «O Believers! Eat from the 
good things We have provided for you.» (al-Baqarah, Q2:172) 


He then mentioned a person who travels widely, his hair dishevelled 
and covered with dust, who extends his hands toward the sky (to 
supplicate) [saying], “O Lord, O Lord,’ whereas his food is unlawful, 
his drink is unlawful, his clothes are unlawful, and his nourishment 


is unlawful. How then, can his supplication be accepted?! 
SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 


pe She see ij alll Le es olus all ary whe yp Cas 2a E 


do^ xs d) D 52 Sil Gd dit 9645 NT guis NOPETERT 


1 Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, pp. 202-3, #1029. 


E355 (li o BAS V5 copo i Sols Al Deis Y» pes i a 

spal ofe 
Narrated Mus‘ab ibn Sa'd Ls àl aa, reported, “Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar 
came to visit Ibn ‘Amir when he was sick and the latter said, Won't 
you supplicate to Allah for me, O Ibn Umar?’ He said, ‘I heard the 


Messenger of Allah pes ale 4X oh say, «No salah is accepted by 
Allah without purification, nor is sadaqah from ghulūl,»* and you 


»»3 


were governing Basra. 
ioi 8E l 425 LE JES DES ace atl oo) LU i aye e 
Qs cial GUIS g Last Sx AS Ue 125 Sle Ay La os 
BAAN sits Ls p Uis tL abl, Gas BLA! sot 5 alā go 

casga ess Aaso éi 


‘Awf ibn Malik «s 4! >, reported, “The Messenger of Allah 4i! Lu 


2 Ghulūl refers to goods stolen or misappropriated from the spoils of war before 
their authorized distribution. 
3 Sahih Muslim, vol. 2, p. 6, #215. 
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els «de came to us in the masjid and he had a staff in his hand. A man 
among us had hung a bundle of brittle [dates], so he „Ls; «de aul abe 
started striking that bundle with his staff and said, «If he wished he 


could have given better sadaqah than this. Verily, the one who gave 


this in sadaqah will eat brittle [dates] on the Day of Resurrection.» 


03 No excuses: Everyone can participate 


tj E UIE RS UI al LS) case abl 2, S aloe 
dai (Š Gros «fa aad SEN pal as d gus 
I sas ls oS al Jas. 15 sgh iQ algal Jai alain 
Kai ex ds is KD se Gi Gis axo ply diio 
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JIE à 55 15] AUSS 655, Gs ce ST el 3 os gl ob 


1 Sunan Abi Dawid (Cairo: Dar Ta'sil, 2015), vol. 3, p. 438, #1601. 


Abū Dharr «ie 4i! >) reported that some of the Companions came 
to the Prophet aade 4X pb and said, “O Messenger of Allāh, the 
rich have taken all the rewards. They pray as we pray, they fast as we 
fast, and they give sadagah from their surplus wealth” 


The Prophet JL. ale «Xl yb said, «Has Allāh not made ways for you 
to give sadagah? In every glorification of Allah is sadagah, in every 
declaration of His greatness is sadaqah, in every praise of Him is 
sadaqah, in every declaration of His oneness is sadaqah, enjoining 
good is sadagah and forbidding evil is sadagah, and in a man’s inti- 
mate relations with his wife is sadagah.» 


They said, “O Messenger of Allah, is there a reward for one who satis- 
fies his desires?” The Prophet plus «de 4X be said, «Do you not see 
that if he were to satisfy his desires with the unlawful, it would be a 
burden of sin upon him? Likewise, if he were to satisfy himself with 
the lawful, he will have a reward.» 


2  Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, pp. 194-5, #1019. 
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SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 
tāšāa as 16) Jb ŠE xm oe ve al c» able e 


Hudhayfah acc ài (<2) reported that the Prophet „Lss ade NU abe said, 
«Every good deed is sadagah.»' 


Upē e cA JEN Sl ug 583 gió ace d ty SALES op sab be 


plas laika 


‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb ais Al _s said, “It was mentioned to me that 
good deeds boast in front of each other. And sadaqah says, ‘I am the 


best amongst you”? 


USED PE atl izēd gee atl go Lage Be 


1 Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 194, #1018. 
2 Al-Mundhiri, ‘Abd al-‘Azim ibn ‘Abd al-Oawī, Al-Targhīb Wa Al-Tarhīb (Riyadh: 
Maktabat al-Ma‘arif, 2003), vol. 1, p. 383, #1264. 


‘Aishah is 4l ce?» reported that Allahs Messenger plus alc aul be 
said, «.:The most beloved of deeds to Allāh is the most regular and 
constant even if it was small.»* 


04 Charity doesn’t decrease wealth 


js Bis Cat Wo JÉ BE ol Jos SE cate abl ii al Le 


(240) 4355 S] ay isī eos uds Y is Ine Ab) 315 lag «Jus 


Abū Hurayrah «is 4i | 42; reported that the Messenger of Allah 4i! (> 
plug «de said, «Sadagah does not decrease wealth; Allāh only increases 
a slave in honor by [his] forgiveness (of another); and no one humbles 
himself for the sake of Allāh but that Allāh raises his status.»* 


3 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, pp. 273-4, #6472. 
4 Sahih Muslim, vol. 6, p. 449, #2671. 
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SUPPORTING NARRATION 


il GBT ad JÉ» J WE hl gts fase abl REPE Gl Le 


3e ail esl 


Abū Hurayrah «ze al >) reported that the Messenger of Allah 4i! (> 
plus «de said, «Allah said, "Spend [in charity], O son of Adam, and 
I will spend on you”»' 


05 Charity: A protection against turmoil 


o4 DE ux n SUE ĀM Ug UU J ize di go, Sigh al se 
der is axle S be RS Le NE 
Gi g ai ogu di ku oss S557 LI 3 aide ailē ul ois qe 
b Ls sss aul ose d itāli OS & wsdl ose (Xs std 


bs cx dt šis U; BSS dI b a a A chez de a us 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 7, p. 174, #5343; Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 183, #1006. 


AL SEN sake: iN] coto pa E dil GUS Sglds dil cem 
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Abū Hurayrah «is ài >) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 4i! (Ļ> 
plug «le said, «Whoever alleviates a worldly suffering from a believer, 
Allah will alleviate a suffering from the sufferings of the Day of Resur- 
rection for him; he who finds relief for one who is hard-pressed, Allah 
will make things easy for him in this world and in the hereafter; and 
he who conceals [the faults of] a Muslim, Allāh will conceal him (his 
faults) in this world and in the hereafter. 


Allah is at the aid ofa slave so long as he is at the aid of his brother; 
he who treads a path in search of knowledge, Allah will make a path 
to Jannah easy for him; no people assemble in one of Allah’s houses 
(masjids), reciting the Book of Allah and learning and teaching it 
among themselves, except that tranquility descends on them, mercy 
envelops them, the angels surround them, and Allah mentions them 
in the presence of those near Him; and whosoever's deeds slow him 


21 


down, his lineage will not speed him up.»’ 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 


JG ai alās 6 CJ (5 zzii 3 DS Ab Jj Sos BE, LS 
JAI Askin gs QUE al yj tas alā JÉ HAS dis SI DY) 
BLS, SWAP lal HE leg 4033 (du à «Jus cabal 3 

(ŠĀ o (oily a xt 5255 
Hudhayfah «is ài co?» reported, “One day, we were in the company 
of ‘Umar «is àl (92) when he said, “Who among you remembers the 
hadith of Allah’s Messenger regarding the fitnah just as he told it?” 


I said, ‘I do? Thereupon he said, “You are bold? He then said, "What 
did he say?” 


I said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah „Lug «de 4X (Lo say, «The fitnah 
for a man occurs in his family, his wealth, his own self, his children, 


1 Sahih Muslim, vol. 7, pp. 63-4, #2797. 


and his neighbor; these are expiated by fasting, prayer, sadagah, and 


enjoining good and prohibiting evil.»”” 


06 Attaining the mercy of the Most Merciful 


og» AE al Uys UG JÉ care al gd) gee of alll Ue e 
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‘Abd Allāh ibn ‘Amr «ie 4i! 52; reported that the Messenger of Allāh 
pes ale atl ole said, «The merciful will be shown mercy by the Most 
Merciful. Be merciful to those on the earth, and you will be shown 
mercy by Him Who is above the heavens. The womb is named after 
al-Rahmān, so whoever connects it, Allāh connects him, and whoever 
severs it, Allāh severs him.»* 


2  Sahih Muslim, vols. 7, pp.279-80, #3002 and #3003. 
3 Sunan al-Tirmidhī (Cairo: Dar al-Ta’sil, 2016), vol. 3, p. 152, #2049. 
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07 Charity: A means to win Allah’s blessings 


PE Y 


Y5 «ub J6 WE dl gs Sb ze à g) Šī ale sels 
Asma bint Abi Bakr es ài! >) reported that Allah’s Messenger (> 
plug ache 4X said to her, «Give (in charity) and do not calculate what 
you give (i.e. do not give reluctantly) lest Allah should give you in a 


limited amount, and do not withhold your money lest Allah should 
withhold it from you.»' 


SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 


Lb Si ace atl go) Las och J HS 4d az AR pi a jj 
[P CHEN Í 5i 05235 jā» ME ill Ulāš 4553 a le 


Musab ibn Sa'd Jus al «=, reported, *Sa'd (Mus'ab's father) «0! >, 
«s viewed himself as better than those below him. So the Prophet Ļ» 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 3, p. 467, #2607. 


ples Arle 4X! said to him, «Are you not given support and provision 


due to your weak ones?»”” 


ES SE Si Si aie dil oo, ul S ilis dll ae Ax ca dé 
dts 01 p25 ipo US nt 2,5 Uis cale eut Cll Sa gd 3 oe 
(gees e 2$ ee 2o Vārna, ŠI 
Mus'ab ibn Sa'd Jus ài «=, reported from his father «ie ài! 42, - who 
thought he was better than those below him from the Companions - 
that Allah’s Prophet lus ade «XI aho said, «Verily, Allāh only supports 
this nation due to its weak ones; due to their supplications, their 
prayers, and their sincerity.»? 
ee EST VI Us du call Liu ds sf algae dul peli 
(Ae (iš gy Y giai JÉ LD eU 


Asmā' (ic 4il „>, narrated that she once said, “O Messenger of Allah 


2 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 4, p. 98, #2913. 
3 Sunan al-Kubrá (Cairo: Dar al-Ta'sīl, 2012), vol. 5, p. 325, #4582. 
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plug ade 4X |», I have no property except what was given to me by 
al-Zubayr (i.e. her husband). May I give [it] in charity?” The Prophet 
plug «de al ibe said, «Give in charity and do not withhold [it]; other- 
wise it will be withheld (by Allah) from you.»' 


E 


aail à ob uie UE ŠI dus uz Mace di oo ASA ale 
[FECE 2) bg palsy bij ub 


Abū Dard? «s ài! >) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 4i! , 
ce?» rep g 

plus ade said, «Seek out the vulnerable for me, for you are only given 

provision and support due to your weak ones.»? 


08 Half a date can change your fate 
$3235 ap LBL gus SUE NG ais all Piet eee 


Gey lg SU! ND J (3 VER 555 MEME gb HH 553 8 5 dalu 
lb iš A J 533 žē 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 3, p. 467, #2606. 
2 Sunan Abi Dawid, vol. 4, p. 426, #2582. 


Narrated ‘Adi ibn Hatim «e ail i that the Prophet ey ae aul abe 
mentioned the Fire and turned his face aside and asked for Allāhs 
protection from it, and then again he mentioned the Fire and turned 
his face aside and asked for Allah's protection from it. He then said, 
«Protect yourselves from the Hell-Fire, even if with half a date, and 
he who cannot afford that, then by [saying] a good, pleasant word.»? 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 


(Gh ai jas iac Sele ¿Jó Uil dee dil (gh, AN oe 
B Gà d aig dif tele pier E cda org ant tias 
ees WEES $256 dl zili cs datē axi qÉ 
CAST 3á db J BU il 953 tāls call £5535 Wl ui 
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Āishah gs 4i x» reported, “A poor woman came to me carrying her 


two daughters. I gave her three dates. She gave both a date each and 
then took up the [last] date to her mouth to eat it, but her daughters 


3 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, p. 323, #6572. 
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expressed a desire to eat it. She then divided the date that she intended 
to eat between them. I admired her character and mentioned what 
she did to the Messenger of Allah ps ade «Xl aha. Thereupon he said, 
«Verily, Allàh has assured Jannah for her because ofthis act of hers,» 
or «He has rescued her from the hellfire...»" 


09 The reality of wealth 
ls qu ai Upon :9 288 ŠI gy B ze adil o $358 alae 
(ul 466; als 545 SUS 


Abū Hurayrah «ie 4i! >) reported that the Messenger of Allah (Ļ» 
ples ade «| said, «A slave says, “My wealth, my wealth!” but from 
his wealth only three things are really his: whatever he eats and then 
assimilates; whatever he wears which then wears out; and whatever 
he gives [as charity], and owns (for the hereafter). Anything other 


1 Sahih Muslim, vol. 6, pp. 486-7, #2718. 


than these is ephemeral and will be left for others.»? 


SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 
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cxi Le sis Jus gs le dks 
‘Abd Allāh ibn Mas'üd «ie 4i >, reported that the Prophet ae X1» 
els said, «Which of you loves the wealth of his heirs more than his 


own?» They said, “O Messenger of Allah, there is no one from among 
us except that his own wealth is more beloved to him? 


The Prophet ele ade Al (+ said, «Verily, his true wealth is what he 
sends forth and the wealth of his heirs is what is left behind.»* 


(Lo ga Lan RAE 21271 DLE GLE Ls m de. al uo ASE BE 


2  Sahih Muslim, vol. 7, p. 371, #3079. 
3 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, p. 260, #6450. 
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"Aishah isc ÙI >, reported: They (the Companions) slaughtered 
a sheep and gave in charity from it. The Prophet pes ale atl oho 
said, «What remains of it?» ‘Aishah said, “Nothing remains but its 
shoulder.” 


The Prophet ele ade aX be said, «[Rather,] all of it remains but its 
shoulder.»' 


10 Charity: The key to repentance 


Lais Sle NS RB es TIE ace dil us $a Gl Ye 
gūstā Rab id oh pl J AS; Sey 6 Glas d yal fe 
a ae Y Ji M Lane ab» iQ qula lY gd CRT 
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1 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 3, pp. 435-6, #2651. 


Boke 


(03) Als» 


Abū Hurayrah «se 4i! | 42; reported that a man came to the Prophet (> 
ples ache «| and said, “I have been ruined; I had relations with my wife 
in Ramadan.” The Prophet les «e al 4 said (to him), «Manumit 
a slave.» The man said, “I cannot afford that.” 


The Prophet „Leg ale «XI (Lo said, «So fast for two successive months 
continuously.» The man said, “I cannot do that? 


The Prophet plus ade «XI abe said, «[Then] feed sixty poor persons.» 
The man said, “I have nothing.” Then a big basket full of dates was 
brought to the Prophet. 


The Prophet plus ade «XI gle said, «Where is the questioner? Go and 
give this in charity.» The man said, “To a poorer person than I? By 
Allah, there is no family in between these two mountains [of Madinah] 
who is poorer than we.” 


The Prophet lus «Je 4X obo then smiled till his premolar teeth became 
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visible, and said, «Then [it is charity for] yourselves. »’ 
SUPPORTING NARRATION 


As igloo i ce aan Gee ake 
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‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘tid «ie 4i! >) reported, 


A monk worshipped Allàh in his hermitage for sixty years. Then, a wom- 
an came and laid down at his side, so he laid down with her and was in- 
timate with her for six nights. He became regretful and fled. He arrived 
at a masjid and sought refuge in it and remained inside for three days 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 8, pp. 66-7, #6092. 


without eating anything. 


He was given a loaf of bread. He broke it into two halves and gave one half 
to the man on his right and the other half to the one on his left. Allah then 
sent the angel of death to take hold of his soul. 


His deeds of sixty years were placed on one side of the scale and the sins 
[of the six nights] on the other, and the latter outweighed the former. 
Then, the loaf of bread was placed on the scale and it outweighed the sins 
[of the six nights]”” 


11 The giving hand vs. the taking hand 


RÀ de ga 5 Jő we 22.55 9l. dei dil cgo, ab op al e D 
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‘Abd Allāh ibn ‘Umar lgie 4i! |) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 


preg «de 4X av - while on the minbar (pulpit) - mentioned charity, 
abstinence (from asking), and asking, and said, «The upper hand is 


2 Ibn Abi Shaybah, Abū Bakr ‘Abd Allāh ibn Muhammad, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shay- 
bah (Riyadh: Dar Kuntz Ishbiliya, 2015), vol. 6, p. 143, #10075. 
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better than the lower hand. The upper hand is the one that gives, and 
the lower hand is the one that asks.»' 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 


JÓI Vas O S5 o x BE 213 J JÉ aze atl eo ple c SE LE 
a pall alipi šās cad AI ays) utd oly SST 305 Bgl Spd 
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Hakim ibn Hizàm « 4i! 42; reported that the Prophet «le 4i! (L2 
rhs said to him, «O Hakim, verily, this wealth is green and sweet. 
Whoever receives it with a pure soul will be blessed in it, but whoever 
receives it with a selfish soul will not be blessed in it; he will be like 
the one who eats but cannot be satiated. The upper hand is better 
than the lower hand.»? 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 320-1, #1439; Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, pp. 221-2, #1046. 
2 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 8, pp. 259-60, #6449; Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 222, #1047/1. 


12 The angels make dušā for you 


cad Sall ap 055 Sya Len J SU eI BÍ cate al 2, $3 5h alos 
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Abū Hurayrah as ài! „>; reported that the Prophet ploy als Ul bo 
said, «Two angels descend every day that dawns on my slaves. One 


of them says, “O Allah! Compensate the person who gives,” while the 
» 3 
.» 


other one says, ^O Allah! Ruin the one who withholds 


13 Help others to help yourself 
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Anas ibn Malik «is 4i! „>, reported that the Messenger of Allah 4i! Lo 


3 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 2, pp. 326-7, #1453; Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 198, #1023. 
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plug «de said, «No Muslim plants a tree or sows a seed and then a bird, 
or a human, or an animal eats from it but that it is a charity for him.»' 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 


WTS ae BB AI gj ICs ase d ua La of ius e 
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Surāgah ibn Ju'shum «ie 4i! 42; reported: I asked the Messenger of 
Allāh plug ads il ole about a lost camel which used to come to drink 
from my cisterns that I had prepared for my own camels, “Will I be 
rewarded if I give it some water to drink?” The Prophet Lu; «de aul she 


said, “Yes, there is reward for [giving water] to every living being.” 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 3, p. 303, #2331; Sahih Muslim, vol. 4, p. 244, #1586. 
2 Sunan Ibn Mājah (Beirut: Dar al-Ta’sil, 2014), vol. 3, p. 443, #3711. 


14 Charity: A cure 
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Ubādah ibn al-Samit «ie 4i! >) reported that he heard the Messenger 
of Allah plus ads 4l sls say, «There is no person who is afflicted with 


a wound on his body, and he gives charity due to that, but that Allah 
expiates from him the like of what he gave in charity.»* 


15 Connect with the Book of Allah 
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‘Uqbah ibn ‘Amir al-Juhanī «s 4i! >, narrated that the Messenger of 


3 Musnad Ahmad, ed. Shu'ayb al-Arna'üt and ‘Adil Murshid (Beirut: Mu'assasat 
al-Risālah, 2001), vol. 37, pp. 374-5, #22701. 


29 


Allāh plies ads 4i! L2 said, «The one who recites the Quran in a loud 
voice is like one who gives charity openly, and one who recites the 
Quran quietly is like one who gives charity secretly.»' 


16 The small stones start an avalanche 
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Abū Hurayrah «ic 4i! „>, narrated that the Messenger of Allāh > 
ples se 4i! said the following: «Sadagah is due on every joint of a 
person, every day the sun rises», «Administering justice between two 
men is sadaqah, and assisting a man mount his beast, or helping him 
load his luggage on it is sadagah», and «A good word is sadagah, and 


1 Sunan Abi Dawid, vol. 3, p. 279, #1325. 


every step that you take towards prayer is sadaqah, and removing 
harmful things from a pathway is sadaqah.»? 


SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 
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Jabir ibn Sulaym ac <0! | 42; reported that the Messenger of Allāh 2 
plug le 4X said, «Never ever belittle any good deed, not even empty- 
ing your bucket in a cup for someone to drink or speaking to your 
brother with a cheerful face. And beware of isbāl in lower garments, 


for it is conceit and Allah does not like conceit. And a person may 
curse you with what he knows of you, but you should not curse him 


2  Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 198, #1022. 
3 Isbal refers to letting a garment beyond one’s ankles. It applies specifically to men. 
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with what you know of him. For surely, his reward is yours and the 


burden of sin is on whoever said it.»”' 


eo v» dq SE gei 


Al-Barā' ibn ‘Azib «ie 4b! >, used to say, “I heard the Prophet (> 
plug e 4x saying, «Whoever gives away milk or a piece of silver, or 
guides others through alleyways, will be rewarded as if he had freed 


a slave.» ? 


Drak BLS Ds dis G uds a ii JU A ace abl go) 3 alae 
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Abū Dharr «ie 4) >) said, “Your putting some of the water from your 


1 Musnad Ahmad, vol. 34, p. 236, #20633. 
2 Sunan al-Tirmidhī, vol. 3, p. 166, #2084. 


bucket in your brother’s bucket is sadagah. Your enjoining the good 
and forbidding the evil is sadagah. Your removing stones, thorns, and 
bones from peoples paths is sadagah. Your guiding a man in a place 
where there are no guides is sadagah”* 


17 Charity begins at home 


Rate 


NEEDS AN 


Abū Mas'üd al-Badri «is 4i! >) reported that the Prophet «de al (> 
ms said, «A man’s spending on his family is sadaqah.»* 


SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 


a5 g Dip Jú DARAN ce ab cells al gf ae YE 
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3 Al-Adab al-Mufrad (Jubail: Dar al-Siddiq, mE 311, 4891. 
4 Sahīh al-Bukhārī, vol. 5, p. 218, #3997. 
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Sa'd ibn Abi Waggās « ùI „>, reported that the Messenger of Allah 
plug adhe 4X obs said, «You will be rewarded for whatever you spend 
for Allah’s sake even if it were a morsel which you put in your wife's 
mouth.»' 


$6 DR essel Lan ilgās QUE co ge ŠĪ cate dul ua) elši pē 
(355 548 World; 455555 3; ab ie dis 


Al-Migdām «s 4i! >, heard the Prophet les de aul abe say, «What 
you feed yourself is sadagah. What you feed your child, your wife, 
and your servant is sadaqah.»” 


18 The greatest reward is spending on family 
des à Vil oo WE o 455 J x aie a 2 $355 ule 
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caa fe aki et gai asi cual 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 1, p. 230, #56. 
2 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismail, Al-Adab al-Mufrad, 75-76, #195. 


Abū Hurayrah «is ài! >) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 4i! (Ļ> 
plug «de said, «A dinar you spend in Allāhs way, or to free a slave, or as 
charity you give to a needy person, or to support your family; the one 
yielding the greatest reward is that which you spend on your family.»? 


19 Everyone involved with charity is a winner 
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"Aishah ke ài! >) reported that the Messenger of Allāh «de 4! yo 
whey said, «When a woman spends in charity from the food of her 
house, without wasting it, she will have a reward for what she spent. 
Her husband will have a reward from what he earned, and the trustee 
will have a similar reward. Their rewards will not decrease each other’s 
at all.»* 


3 Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 185, #1008. 
4 Sahīh al-Bukhārī, vol. 2, p. 319, $1435; Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, pp. 212-3, #1037. 
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SUPPORTING NARRATION 


LI iais A Ogu ioi iJ ate au T qum UNS 

Ls d] aay GE al La d 96 Sadly $3271 (fe 
Rafi‘ ibn Khadīj axe <u ce?» reported that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah say, «The one who works in collecting sadaqah in truth is like 
the one who fights in the cause of Allāh until he returns. »’ 


20 Charity for those that have passed away 
ds ESS el b) gs eu JÉ 3s; T duse al oj LAE dē 
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"Aishah sc ÙI >) reported that a man said to the Prophet 4i! le 
plus ante, "O Messenger of Allah, my mother died suddenly without 
writing a will. I think if she could speak, she would give in charity. 
Will she have a reward if I give charity on her behalf?” The Prophet 


1 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 2, p. 61, #650. 


pes dole al ole said, «Yes.»? 
SUPPORTING NARRATION 
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Ibn ‘Abbas (ge PRI "X reported that a man said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, my mother has died; will it benefit her if I give sadagah on her 
behalf?” To which he plug e Al ibe said, «Yes.» So he said, “I have 
a garden, and I call you to witness that I have given it as sadaqah on 
her behalf”? 


2 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 2, pp. 295-6, #1397; Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 193, #1017. 
3 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 2, p. 74, #674. 
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21 The Hereafter investment 
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Abū Hurayrah «ie 4i! 42; reported that the Messenger of Allāh (> 
plug e i said, «When a man dies, his deeds end except for three: 
ongoing charity, beneficial knowledge, or a righteous child who prays 
for him.»' 


22 Fulfill your amanah 
iN uo ii Sibu «J WE gu ce dll o tgo ye diae 
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1 Sahih Muslim, vol. 4, p. 348, #1671. 


Abū Mūsā aie 4i «es?» narrated that the Prophet „Les «Je aul abe said, 
«The honest Muslim treasurer, who fulfills (or he said, “gives”) what 
he is commanded with, fully, generously, and with a cheerful heart, 
and pays those whom he was ordered to pay, is one of two who have 
given in charity.»* 


This hadith is evidence that a reward is written for whoever helps 
in righteousness and good similar to the one who actually does the 
action. This is what is meant by him being “one of two who have 
given in charity? 


23 The Prophet’s attitude towards charity 


J Le pai aie alll oby ls x iU dbs dil ar 33 idg 


2 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 2, p. 325, #1449; Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 212, #1036. 
3 Muhammad ibn Salih al-Uthaymīn, Sharh Riyād al-Salihin min Kalam Sayyid 
al-Mursalin (Riyadh: Madar al-Watan, 2005), vol. 2, p. 381. 
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Ibn al-Munkadir narrated that he heard Jabir «is 4i! >, saying, “The 
Prophet plus asle 43! yl was never asked for anything to which he 


said, «No.»”? 


SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 
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From Ibn ‘Abbas (4 «i >, who said, “The Messenger of Allah 
plug de 4X ole was the most generous of all people, and he used to 
reach the peak of generosity in the month of Ramadan when Jibril 
met him. Jibril used to meet him every night of Ramadan to teach 
him the Quran. The Messenger of Allah „Ls; «de 4X ple was more 
generous than the strong uncontrollable wind in doing good deeds.” 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vols. 8, p.38, #6039; Sahih Muslim, vol. 6, p. 144, #2385. 
2 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 1, pp. 185-6, #6. 
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“Uqbah ibn al-Harith reported, "Once the Prophet „Le; «de aul jo led 
us in ‘Asr prayer and then hurriedly went to his house and returned 
immediately. I, or someone else, asked him about it and he said, «I 
left at home a piece of gold which was from sadaqah and I disliked 


to let it remain another night in my house, so I got it distributed.» 


24 A heart of gold 
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3 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 2, p. 321, #1440. 
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Anas ibn Malik «s 4i! >) reported that a person requested the Prophet 
to give him a very large flock and he gave that to him. He came to 
his tribe and said, “O people, embrace Islam. By Allah, Muhammad 
donates so much as if he did not fear poverty.” 


Anas said, “The man embraced Islam only wanting this world, but 
later he submitted to such an extent that Islam became dearer to him 


»1 


than this world and what it contained 
SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 
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1 Sahih Muslim, vol. 6, p. 145, #2386/1. 


Sahl «cc ài! >) reported that a woman brought a woven Burda (sheet) 
having edging (borders) to the Prophet plug «e al ola. Sahl then asked 
them whether they knew what was a Burda. They said that a Burda is 
a cloak and Sahl confirmed their reply. Then the woman said, “I have 
woven it with my own hands and I have brought it so that you may 
wear it.’ The Prophet buy de aul abe accepted it, and at that time he 
was in need of it. So he came out wearing it as his izār (waist sheet). 


A man praised it and said, “Will you give it to me? How nice it is!” The 
other people said, “You have not done the right thing as the Prophet 
ples dle 4X pe is in need of it and you have asked for it when you 
know that he never turns down anybody’s request.” The man replied, 
“By Allah, I have not asked for it to wear it but to make it my shroud” 
Sahl said, “Later it (i.e. that sheet) was his shroud”? 


888 à 525 dēj 5G Saal JĒ ds abl a 55g al ace Ye 
OS Ws QU es iu JL; xiu ETE CES ie Qu udis cle 
BUG Gy OF Dy chang $e ad atag 2 ke NS Ji cl TEAS eh i 


2 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 2, p. 235, #1288. 
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‘Abd Allāh al-Hawzani reported: I met Bilal, the muadhdhin for the 
Messenger of Allāh lu, ade 4X (Ļs in Aleppo and I said, “O Bilal, 
tell me about the spending of the Messenger of Allāh.” Bilal said, “He 
would not have anything left. I was the one to manage it for him since 
Allāh sent him until the day he died „Ls; de aul ple. If a Muslim came 
to him and he saw him naked, he would order me to depart, borrow 


money, and purchase a cloak for him, then I would clothe him and 
feed him..." 


25 True brotherhood: Competing in goodness 
B Sa aži ban BU al 455 J DB ace al uo $25 af oz 
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1 Sunan Abi Dawid, vol. 5, pp. 205-9, #3045. 
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Abū Hurayrah «is 4i >) reported that the Messenger of Allāh 4i! (> 
plus asle said, «Who among you has woken up today fasting?» Aba 
Bakr said, “I have.” He said, «Who among you has followed a funeral 
procession today?» Abū Bakr said, “I have.” He said, «Who among 
you has fed a needy person today?» Abū Bakr said, “I have” He said, 
«Who among you has visited a sick person today?» Abū Bakr said, “I 
have.” The Messenger of Allah said, «These deeds are not combined 
in a person but that he will enter Jannah. »? 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 
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2  Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 216, #1041. 
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‘Umar ibn al-Khattāb «is 4i! >) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
plug ade 4X hv ordered us to give sadaqah and at the time I had 
some wealth. I said to myself, “Today I will outdo Abū Bakr, if ever 
there were a day to outdo him.’ I went with half of my wealth to the 
Messenger of Allah and he said, «What have you left for your family?» 
I said, ^I have left [something] for them? He said, «What have you 
left for them?» I said, “The same amount.” Then, Abt Bakr came with 
everything he had. He plus ads 4X obo said, «O Abū Bakr, what have 
you left for your family?» Abū Bakr said, “Allah and His Messenger.’ 
I said, “By Allāh, I will never outdo Abū Bakr.” 


1 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 4, p. 472, #4025. 


26 Leave a legacy 
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Narrated Ibn Umar as 4 >): In the lifetime of the Messenger of 
Allah plug asle 4X Ļ», ‘Umar gave some of his property, a garden of 
date palms called Thamgh, in sadaqah. ‘Umar said, “O Messenger of 
Allah bus «Je «XI abo! I have some property which I prize highly and 
I want to give it in sadagah” 


The Prophet plus «le «XI we said, «Give it in charity (i.e. as an endow- 
ment) with its land and trees on the condition that the land and trees 
will neither be sold nor given as a present, nor bequeathed, but the 
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fruits are to be spent in charity.» 


So Umar gave it in sadaqah, and it was for Allālrs Cause, the emanci- 
pation of slaves, for the poor, for guests, for travelers, and for kinsmen. 
The person acting as its administrator could eat from it reasonably 
and fairly and could let a friend of his eat from it provided he had no 
intention of becoming wealthy by its means." 


27 Supporting the community 
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1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 25-6, #2781. 
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Thumamah ibn Hazn al-Qushayri us ài! «=, reported, “I was pres- 


ent at the house when Uthmān appeared above them saying, "Bring 
me your two companions who have gathered you against me.” He 


c 


said, "So they were brought as if they were two camels,” or “..as if 


they were two donkeys.” 


He said, "Uthmān appeared above them and said, ‘I ask you by Allah 
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and Islam! Do you know that the Messenger of Allāh „Lss ate aul abe 
came to Madinah and there was no water in it that was sweet except 
the well of Rumah, so the Messenger of Allah „Le ade aul ole said, 
«Who will purchase the well of Ramah and place his bucket along- 
side the buckets of the Muslims, in exchange for better than that in 
Jannah?» So I bought it with the core of my wealth, and today you 
prevent me from drinking from it, so that I would have to drink from 
the water of the sea?’ They said, ‘O Allah! Yes!’ 


He said, ‘I ask you by Allah and Islam! Do you know that the Masjid, 
was insufficient for its people, so the Messenger of Allāh ade 4 slo 
ele said, «Who will purchase the land of the family of so-and-so, 
and add it to the Masjid in exchange for better than that in Jannah?» 
So I bought it with the core of my wealth, and today you prevent me 
from praying two rak'ah in it?’ They said, "O Allah! Yes. 


He said, ‘I ask you by Allah and Islam! Do you know that I prepared 
the army [for the Battle] of Distress (al-Usrah) from my wealth?’ They 
said, ‘O Allah! Yes!’ Then he said, ‘I ask you by Allah and Islam! Do 
you know that the Messenger of Allah Ju ae 4X Le was on Mount 


Thabir of Makkah, and with him was Abt Bakr, ‘Umar, and myself? 
The mountain began shaking until its rocks fell to its bottom: 


He said, ‘So he plus ade «XI abo stomped it with his foot and said, «Be 
still O Thabir! For there is none upon except a Prophet, a Siddīg and 
two martyrs?» They said, 'O Allah! Yes! He said, Allāh is Great! Bear 
witness by the Lord of the Ka'bah that I am a martyr!’ - three times?" 


This narration occurred after the death of the Messenger of Allah Ļ» 
ples; dele XI when Uthmān ibn ‘Affan’s ac X] >, house was besieged 
by culprits who were rebelled against him and wished to prevent him 
from going to the Masjid. 


The Battle of al--Usrah or Tabük was the last battle that the Prophet »L» 
plug ule 4X participated in where he led over 30,000 men. It occurred 
in the month of Rajab on. The word ‘usrah means difficulty or distress. 
It was named such because of the immense hardships that the Mus- 
lims faced. They were short of equipment, beasts for ride, and provi- 
sion. They were forced to eat leaves of trees till their lips got swollen. 


1 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 4, pp. 486-7, #4055. 
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On an occasion, the Prophet plus ade 4X! we said to the people, «Who 
will aid the army of Usrah in this battle?» So Uthmān went to his 
home bringing back with him one thousand dinar in gold coins." 


One thousand dinars is equivalent to 4.25 kg of gold. In a few other 
instances, he had given away a total of 600 camels for the cause.” 


The main reason for the battle was to send a message to the Romans 
who were trying to rally men to attack the Muslims. Seeing the Mus- 
lims arrive at Tabük broke the resolve of the Romans and their allies, 
and they abandoned their plan of attack. 


The next few narrations mention that a certain deed is considered 
the best of charity. Scholars say that we take all these narrations and 
understand them such that the Prophet „Ls; «de «XI ob was mentioning 
what was the best deed in a particular context or that which could be 
done by the person asking him for guidance. Each deed mentioned 
is of the best of deeds that we can do in charity. 


1 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 4, p. 485, $4053. 
2 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 4, pp. 484-5, #4052. 


28 Best charity: That when one is in good health 
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Abū Hurayrah «is ài <?» reported: A man came to the Prophet jo 


pes ade 4 and said, "O Messenger of Allāh, which charity has the 
greatest reward?" 


The Prophet plus ale 4X «Le said, «That you give charity while you are 
healthy, greedy, fearing poverty, and hoping to be rich. Do not delay 
giving until you are on your deathbed, then say it is for so-and-so 
when it has already become the property of so-and-so.»? 


3  Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 2, p. 315, #1429; Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, pp. 220-1, #1045. 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 
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Abū Hurayrah «s ài! >) reported: The Prophet mhes ale aul aho said, 
«The best charity is what you give when you are independent; start 
by spending on your dependents.»' 


29 Best charity: Reconciliation 
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Abū Dard? ac ài cs, reported that the Messenger of Allah al de 


plug ade said, «Shall I not inform you of something more excellent in 
degree than fasting, prayer, and giving sadaqah?» The people replied, 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 2, p. 320, #1436. 


“Yes, of course!" 


He said, «Reconciling between people, whereas causing discord 
between people is the shaver?»? 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 
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Abū Ayyūb ase 4i cs?» reported that the Messenger of Allāh «le l de 
pbs said, «Verily, the best act of charity is one given to an estranged 
relative.»* 


2 It occurs literally as the shaver (al-hāligah). The reference mentions that it “refers 
to something that destroys and eradicates religion.” 

3 Sunan Abi Dawid, vol. 7, p. 380, #4838. 
Musnad Ahmad, vol. 38, pp. 510-11, #23530. 
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30 Best charity: A drink of water 
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Sa‘d ibn Ubādah aie il cs?» reported: I said, "O Messenger of Allah, 
my mother has died. Shall I give charity on her behalf?” He ài! Le 
plus ade said, «Yes.» I said, "Which charity is best?” He «Je A be 
plus said, «A drink of water.»' 


31 Best charity: Feeding people 
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‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Amr [gis 4l c5?» reported that a man asked the Prophet 
ade ail iL, “Which [act in] Islam is the best?” He replied, «To 
hes ds de P 


1 Musnad Ahmad, vol. 37, p. 124, #22459. 


feed (the poor and the needy) and to greet with salām those whom 
you know and those you do not know.»* 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 
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...Aba Shurayh «is 4i is) said, “O Menge of Allàh, tell me some- 
thing that will guarantee Jannah for me.” The Messenger of Allah +» 
pleas ale à said, «Speak kind words, spread the greetings of salam, 
and feed the hungry.»* 


2 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 1, pp. 197-8, #12. 
3 Ibn Balban, ‘Ala al-Din, Al-Ihsan fi taqrib Sahih Ibn Hibbān (Beirut: Dar al-Ta’sil, 
2014), vol. 1, pp. 532-3, #502. 
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32 Best charity: Serving the community 
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Thawbān atc 4i «se?» reported that the Messenger of Allah Al ES 
as said, «The best dinars a man can spend are: a dinar spent on his 


dependents, a dinar spent on his riding animal in Allah’s Cause, and 
a dinar spent on his companions in Allah’s Cause.»' 


SUPPORTING NARRATION 
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1 Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, pp. 184-5, #1007. 


Abū Umamah «s 4il 52; reported that the Messenger of Allah 4i! >, 
as said, «The best of sadaqah is to provide tents for shade in Allāhs 
Cause, to give away a servant in Allāh’s Cause, and to provide a camel 
in Allah’s Cause. »? 


33 Charity extinguishes the displeasure of Allāh 
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2 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 3, p. 8, #1733. 
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Abū Sa'id al-Khudri «is 4) >) reported: On [Id] al-Adhá or [Īd] 
al-Fitr, Allah’s Messenger bes «Je al j|» went out to the Musallá. 
After finishing the prayer, he delivered the khutbah and ordered the 
people to give sadaqah. He said, «O people! Give in sadaqah.» Then 
he went towards the women and said, «O women! Give sadaqah, for I 
have seen that the majority of the dwellers of Hellfire were you.» The 
women asked, “What is the reason for that, O Messenger of Allah?" 
He replied, «O women! You curse frequently and are ungrateful to 
your husbands. I have not seen anyone more deficient in intelligence 
and religion than you. O women, some of you can lead a cautious 
wise man astray.» Then he left. 


And when he reached his house, Zaynab, the wife of Ibn Mas'üd, came 
and asked permission to enter. It was said, ^O Messenger of Allah, it 
is Zaynab” He asked, «Which Zaynab?» It was said, “The wife of Ibn 


Masūd” He said, «Yes, allow her to enter,» so she was admitted. She 
said, “O Prophet of Allah! Today you ordered people to give sadaqah 
and I had an ornament and intended to give it as sadaqah, but Ibn 
Mas'üd said that he and his children were more deserving of it than 
anybody else.” The Prophet JL. «de 4X! abo replied, «Ibn Masūd had 
spoken the truth. Your husband and your children have more right 
to it than anybody else.»' 


34 A means to attain the shade of Allah 
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Abū Hurayrah «s 4i! „>; reported that the Prophet ploy ale àil bo 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 339-40, #1473. 
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said, «Seven will be shaded by Allah by His Shade on the Day of Resur- 
rection when there will be no shade except His Shade: a just ruler; a 
young man who has been brought up in the worship of Allah; a man 
who remembers Allah in seclusion and his eyes are then flooded with 
tears; a man whose heart is attached to the masjid; two men who love 
each other for Allah’s Sake; a man who is called by a charming lady of 
noble birth to commit illegal sexual intercourse with her, and he says, 
“Iam afraid of Allah;” and a man who gives in charity so secretly that 
his left hand is unaware of what his right hand gives.»' 


SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 
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1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 8, p. 452, #6814. 


Yazid ibn Abi Habib said, “Whenever Mar'thad ibn ‘Abd Allah came 
to the masjid, he had something to give away in sadaqah. One day, he 
came to the masjid with onions. I said to him, ‘O Abū al-Khayr, what 
do you want with this? They will make your clothes stink? He said, 
‘O nephew, I swear by Allah that there was nothing else in my house 
to give sadaqah with except this. A man from the Prophet’s compan- 
ions informed me that the Prophet us ate aul obo said, «The shade 


of the believer on the Day of Resurrection will be his sadaqah.»"? 


Lal: BABS) p US ul 555 JÉ JÉ ace 4l oo, ole cy inde ie 

Cassa UB d alil egi Soll Ls U]5 «gill 55 al le 
“Uqbah ibn ‘Amir «cc ài! >) reported that the Messenger of Allah 
ele debe 4M ple said, «Verily, sadagah will protect people from the 


heat in their graves. Verily, a believer will shade himself on the Day 
of Resurrection with the shade of his sadagah.»* 


2 Musnad Ahmad, vol. 38, p. 475, #23490. 
3 Al-Bayhaqi, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali, Al-Jami‘ li-Shub al-Iman (Riyadh: 
Maktabat al-Rushd, 2003), vol. 5, p. 49, #3076. 
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35 Allah multiplies our charity 
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Clas ji 
Abū Hurayrah «is 4i! >) reported that the Messenger of Allah 4i! (Ļ> 
plug de said, «None gives sadaqah from what is good - for Allah only 
accepts what is good - except that the Merciful takes it with his right 
hand. Even if it is a date, it is nurtured in the palm of the Merciful 


until it becomes greater than a mountain, just as one of you nurtures 
his young horse or camel.»' 


1 Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 201, #1028. 


SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 
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abl fhe 85S GS iš gl 055 S51 2 e cin $t 
"Aishah Ge ài! >) reported that the Messenger of Allāh ae dl oo 
plug said, «Verily, Allah will nurture a date or a morsel given as sadaqah 


- just as one of you nurtures his young horse or his young camel - 
until it becomes like [the mountain of] Uhud.»? 


Je d edis QUÀ aa satus WY 72.5 AS TE te Lat sa al ie 
(Ba pasa QS 28U ASAS alza! es ly, o SUE ul yj JUS col 
Abū Mas'üd al-Ansari «is 4) >, reported that a man came with a 
bridled camel and said, “This is in Allah’s Cause.” The Messenger of 


Allah plug «de al ibe said, «You will have for it seven hundred camels 
on the Day of Resurrection; each of them will be bridled.»? 


2 Ibn Balban, ‘Ala al-Din, Al-Ihsan fi taqrib Sahih Ibn Hibbān, vol. 4, p. 244, #3320. 
3  Sahih Muslim, vol. 5, p. 218, #1943. 
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Khuraym ibn Fatik’ «ie ài! >, reported that the Messenger of Allāh 
pas ads 4X ple said, «Whoever spends in the cause of Allah, it will 
be recorded for him seven hundred fold.»? 


36 Charity: A door to entering Jannah 


EGENT, ido gue PUT dau Race iS are Al "E 553 52 TEC 
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1 His full name is Khuraym ibn al-Akhram ibn Shaddad ibn ‘Amr ibn al-Fatik ibn 
Qulayb ibn ‘Amr ibn Asad ibn Khuzaymah, a Sahabi. His father was known as 
Fatik; it is also said that Fatik was a son of al-Akhram; it is not uncommon to skip 
levels in ones lineage in Arabic. His kunyah was Abū Yahyā; it is also said that it 
was Abt Ayman, after his son, Ayman ibn Khuraym. He and his brother, Sabrah 
ibn al-Akhram, participated in the Battle of Badr. He is said to have been a resident 
of Kufa, the Levant, or Ruqqah. He narrated a few ahādīth from the Prophet . He 
died during the reign of Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan. May Allah be pleased with 
all of them. 

2 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 3, pp. 7-8, #1731. 
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Abū Hurayrah «se X | 42; reported that he heard Allah's Messenger ‚Lv 
plug e 4X say, «Anybody who spends a pair of something in Allah’s 
Cause will be called from all the gates of Jannah, “O Allah’s slave! 
This is good.” He who was amongst those who prayed will be called 
from the gate of the prayer; he who was from the people of Jihad will 
be called from the gate of Jihad; he who was from those who gave in 
sadaqah (zakah) will be called from the gate of sadaqah; and he who 
was from those who observed fasting will be called from the gate of 
fasting, the gate of Rayyan.» 


Abi Bakr said, “He who is called from all those gates will need noth- 
ing” He continued, “Will anyone be called from all those gates, O 
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Messenger of Allah?” He ples asle à de said, «Yes, and I hope you 
will be among those, O Abū Bakr.»' 


37 Charity: Helps attain the treasures of Jannah 


sp d dl 3 bp SUS all pty JG JG axe dM o, de Ue 
V ch SUUS ae «| gU lā uo Da Li digas Se Lapel 
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(ts IS JDL 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib «ie ài! >, reported that the Messenger of Allāh 
plug adhe 4X be said, «Verily, in Jannah are chambers whose outside 
can be seen from the inside, and whose inside can be seen from the 
outside.» A bedouin stood up and said, “Who are they for, O Prophet 
of Allāh?” The Prophet pl ale 4i oo said, «For those who speak 


kind words, feed the poor, regularly fast, and pray to Allah at night 
while people are asleep.»? 


1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 5, p. 15, #3658. 
2 Sunan al-Tirmidhī, vol. 3, p. 464, #2710. 


38 Dealing with people in regards to charity 
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‘Abd Allah ibn Mas'üd ac i! >) reported that the Prophet i > 
plug de said, «There is no envy but in two cases: a man whom Allah 


has given wealth and he spends it rightly, and a man whom Allah has 
given wisdom and he judges with it and teaches it.»? 


The envy here refers to the type where you wish for yourself that which 
is with your brother without its removal from him. This is permissible. 


3  Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 1, p. 247, +74; Sahih Muslim, vols. 2, pp.550-1, #815. 
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SUPPORTING NARRATIONS 
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(US exi bo GOEL YS e Gl ST PIRTS $3 «a tay 
Abū Hurayrah «s ŭl > reported, “A man came to the Prophet 4i! (> 
phos ade, who encouraged the people to give sadagah to him. A man 
said, ‘I have such-and-such, and there was no one left in that gathering 
who did not give him something in sadaqah, whether small or big. The 
Messenger of Allah „Ls; ale 4i! ||» said, «Whoever initiates a good 
practice that is followed, he will receive a complete reward for that, 
and a reward equivalent to that of those who follow it, without that 
detracting from their reward in the slightest. And whoever introduces 
a bad practice that is followed, he will receive the complete burden 
of sin for that, and a burden of sin equivalent to that of those who 


»1 


follow it without that detracting from their burden in the slightest.» 


Ibn ‘Abbas aie il x» reported that the Prophet Hey «de aul abe said, 


«He who takes back his sadaqah is like a dog which vomits, and then 
returns to it and eats it.»” 


39 Do to the best of your ability 
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1 Sunan Ibn Mājah, vol. 1, pp. 260-1, #203. 
2 Sahih Muslim, vol. 4, p. 327, #1661. 
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Abū Müsá as ài "E reported that the Prophet „les «de aul abe said, 
«Sadagah is a duty upon every Muslim.» They (the Companions) said, 
“What if one has nothing?” The Prophet „Ls; «de aul oh said, «Then 
he should work with his hands to benefit himself and give sadaqah.» 


They said, “What if he cannot do so?” or “...does not do so?” The 
Prophet „Leg ade «X «Le said, «Then he should help a depressed, needy 
person.» They said, “What if he does not do so?” The Prophet ài Le 
plus «de said, «Then he should enjoin good,» or he said «...virtue.» 


They said, “What if he does not do so?” The Prophet „Ls; «de al be 
said, «Then he should refrain from evil, for that will be his sadagah.»' 


40 The Prophet's dušā for those who give 
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1 Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 8, p. 32, #6027; Sahih Muslim, vol. 3, p. 197, #1021. 


‘Abd Allāh ibn Abi Awfá as 4l > reported: When people came to the 
Prophet pes ade 4X ye with their sadaqah, he would say, «O Allah, 
send blessings upon the household of these people.» My father came 
to him with his sadaqah and he plus «de 4X gle said, «O Allāh, send 
blessings upon the household of Abū Awfá.»? 


2 Sahih al-Bukhārī, vol. 2, p. 361, #1510. 


51 


B C ] i hearts of the creation. Whereas sins darken the face, cast darkness into 52 
onclusion the heart, weaken the body, depreciate provision, and create hatred in 
the hearts of the creation.’ 
Zayd ibn Thābit «ie ài! >, narrated that he heard the Messenger of Imam Ibn al-Qayyim gts a! aa, said, 
Allah lus ade aul io say, Four things cause the face to lose its beauty and radiance: 
May Allah cause his face to shine (increase in beauty or to be immense- 1. Lying; 
ly blessed), the man who hears what I say and conveys it (to others). 2. Shamelessness; 
There are those who have knowledge but no understanding, and there 3. Excessive asking about things one has no knowledge of; and 
may be those who convey knowledge to those who have more under- 4. Excessive indulgence in indecencies. 
: ; 1 
standingiot it thari they do; And four things cause the face to increase in its beauty and ra- 
Imam Sufyān ibn Uyaynah ils 4) a>, commenting on this said that diance: 
this is why he found that a student of hadīth always had a very youth- 1. Modesty; 
ful appearance.” 2. Integrity; 
3. Generosity; and 
4 7»4 
Ibn ‘Abbas | gis ŭl >) said, 4. Taqwa: 
Good deeds illuminate the face, cast light into the heart, bring about ‘Abd Allah ibn Salam «s 4l T said, “When the Messenger of Allah 


abundance in provision, strengthen the body, and create love in the 
P 8 » 3 Ibn al-Qayyim, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, Al-Da@’ wa al-Dawa’, ed. Muhammad 


Ajmal al-Islāhī (Mecca: Dar ‘Alam al-Fawā'id, 1429H), 135. Translation was sourced 

1 Sunan Ibn Mājah, vol. 1, pp. 270-1, #229. from the English translation by Hikmah Publications and edited. 

2 Al-Khatib, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Thābit al-Baghdadi, Sharaf Ashab al-Hadith (Tur- 4 Zad al-Ma‘ad fi hady khayr al-Ibad (Riyadh: Dar ‘Alam al-Fawā'id, 2018), vol. 4, 
key: Faculty of Divinity, Ankara University, 1969), 19, #28. p. 613. 


came to Madinah, I took a close look at his face and thereby I knew 
that it was not the face of a liar" 


Our Shaykh Ibrahim Nuhu us Al abbas advised, 


Ifa person is given a blessing and it is being misused by the servant, 
then Allāh tests them with the opposite of it. You're either on this side 
or that. Either you're doing something important or not. Either you're 
doing something that pleases Allah, or that which pleases Shaytan. 
Check yourself, where you stand, and what you are doing.” 

Abū Hurayrah ac 4 «s* reported that the Messenger of Allah >, 
as atl said, «None among the servants are bestowed a blessing from 
Allah and He makes it abundant upon him but that He will appoint 
to him something of the needs of people. If he is irritated with them, 
he risks the disappearance of that blessing.» 

Train yourself to give charity. It will help you and keep you away 
from spending it in an impermissible or disliked manner. Wealth 
can take you to the highest station in Jannah or it can keep you far 
behind even the poorest of the poor where you have to account for 
every cent that you spent on the Day of Judgement. Build your Jan- 


1 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 3, p. 443, #2667. 
2 Al-Jāmi li Shu'ab al-Iman (Riyadh: Maktabat al-Rushd, 2003), vol. 10, pp. 116-7, 
#7254. 


nah starting today. 


To conclude this compilation of 40 ahādīth from our beloved Prophet 
Muhammad „Leg ade 43! ole, my heart overflows with gratitude to 
Allah, the Most Merciful and Generous. In every word uttered by 
our Prophet, we find a beacon of divine wisdom guiding us towards 
the path of compassion, selflessness, and righteousness. The bound- 
less Mercy of Allah shines through the act of giving, where charity 
becomes a bridge connecting the prosperous and the downtrodden, 
fostering unity and alleviating the burdens of those in need around 
us and the Ummah at large. 


Let us not forget that our wealth is but a temporary trust from the 
Almighty, and it is through charitable deeds that we truly invest in 
the eternal treasures of the Hereafter. As we close the pages of this 
compilation, let our hearts remain open to the call of compassion, 
and may our hands be ever-ready to extend the gift of charity. Let 
us us heed our Prophet’s bus ade 4X ube teachings and embark on a 
journey of benevolence today, for it is through our actions that we 
manifest our gratitude to Allah. He has Promised us that those that 
show gratitude to Him will be Blessed with even more. May Allah 
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B : and benefits are many times more than this.' 54 
Accept our meager efforts and Grant us the strength to be instruments 


of His Mercy in this world. 050 


Ibn al-Qayyim Ls 40! «=, when discussing whether a poor person 
who is patient over his poverty is better than a rich person who is 
grateful, cites the argument ofthe rich in favor of sadaqah as follows: 


Sadaqah has numerous virtues and benefits which only Allàh can 
enumerate. These include warding off misfortunes and repelling trials 
even from an oppressor. Ibrahim al-Nakhaf ls ài! «=, said, “They 
(the Salaf) held that sadaqah wards off misfortunes [even] from a 
tyrannical man; wipes out sins; preserves wealth; brings about suste- 
nance; brings joy to the heart; necessitates having trust in Allah and 
thinking well of Him - just as stinginess entails not thinking well of 
Him; disgraces Shaytàn; purifies and nurtures the soul; makes the 
slave beloved to Allah and His creation; conceals all faults — just as 
stinginess hides every good trait; extends one's lifespan; incurs the 
people to supplicate for him and love him. It saves the one who gives 
it from the punishment of the grave; it will be a shade for him on the 
Day of Judgment; it will intercede with Allah on his behalf; it eases 
the hardships of this life and the next for him; and incites him to all 
other good deeds - they do not become difficult for him.’ Its virtues 1 ‘Uddat al-Sabirin wa Dhakhirat al-Shakirin, ed. Abū Usamah Salim ibn ‘Id al- 
Hilali (Riyadh: Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 1999), 393. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Abū Dāwūd Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath. Sunan Abi Dawid. 8 vols. Cairo: 
Dar Ta’sil, 2015. 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Musnad Ahmad. Edited by Shu'ayb al-Arna tt 
and ‘Adil Murshid. 50 vols. Beirut: Mu'assasat al-Risālah, 2001. 
Al-Bayhagī, Abū Bakr Ahmad ibn al-Husayn. Al-Jāmi' li Shu'ab 
al-Īmān. 14 vols. Riyadh: Maktabat al-Rushd, 2003. 

Al-Bayhaqi, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali. AL-Jāmi li-Shub al-Īmān. 
14 vols. Riyadh: Maktabat al-Rushd, 2003. 

Al-Bukhārī, Muhammad ibn Ismail. Al-Adab al-Mufrad. Jubail: Dar 
al-Siddiq, 2000. 

———. Sahih al-Bukhārī. 10 vols. Cairo: Dar al-Ta’sil, 2012. 
Al-Khatib, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Thabit al-Baghdadi. Sharaf Ashab 
al-Hadith. Turkey: Faculty of Divinity, Ankara University, 1969. 
Al-Mundhiri, ‘Abd al-‘Azim ibn ‘Abd al-Qawi. Al-Targhib Wa Al-Tar- 

hib. 4 vols. Riyadh: Maktabat al-Ma‘arif, 2003. 
Al-Nasa't, Abū ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad ibn Shu'ayb ibn ‘Ali. Sunan 
al-Kubrá. 13 vols. Cairo: Dar al-Ta’sil, 2012. 


Al-Tirmidhi, Muhammad ibn Īsā ibn Sawrah. Sunan al-Tirmidhi. 5 
vols. Cairo: Dar al-Ta’sil, 2016. 

Ibn Abi Shaybah, Abū Bakr ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad. Musannaf 
Ibn Abi Shaybah. 25 vols. Riyadh: Dar Kunūz Ishbiliya, 2015. 

Ibn al-Qayyim, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr. Al-Da’ wa al-Dawa’. Edited 
by Muhammad Ajmal al-Islahi. Mecca: Dar ‘Alam al-Fawā'id, 1429H. 

———. Uddat al-Sabirin wa Dhakhirat al-Shakirin. Edited by Abū 
Usamah Salim ibn {d al-Hilali. Riyadh: Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 1999. 

Ibn al-Qayyim, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Ayyüb. Zād al-Ma'ād 
fi hady khayr al-Ibād. 7 vols. Riyadh: Dar ‘Alam al-Fawa’id, 2018. 

Ibn Balban, ‘Ala al-Din. Al-Ihsan fi taqrib Sahih Ibn Hibbān. 9 vols. 
Beirut: Dar al-Ta'sil, 2014. 

Ibn Hajar, Ahmad ibn Alī. Fath Al-Bari Bi-Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari. 
Edited by Shu'ayb al-Arna'üt and ‘Adil Murshid. 14 vols. Damascus: 
Al-Risalah al-‘Alamiyah, 2013. 

Ibn Majah, Abū ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Yazīd. Sunan Ibn Mājah. 
4 vols. Beirut: Dar al-Ta’sil, 2014. 

Muhammad ibn Salih al-Uthaymin. Sharh Riyād al-Salihin min Kalam 
Sayyid al-Mursalin. 6 vols. Riyadh: Madar al-Watan, 2005. 

Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj. Sahih Muslim. Riyadh: Dar al-Salam, 2000. 


55 


